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largely of land owners, scholars and peasants, into one of the three lead- 
ing manufacturing and commercial nations of the world. "What changes 
in the world's map this condition of affairs is destined to bring about, no 
one can safely prophesy nor should an humble reviewer try to prognosti- 
cate. A more intelligent appreciation of the present system and of the 
probable future, can be acquired by reading the delightful, scholarly and 
entertaining work of Mr. Tardieu, which he concludes in thus summing 
up the attitude of the United States toward Europe : 

Being in full economic progress, playing her part in the world-game, the 
United States would not be able to regard without apprehension the subjection 
of Europe to any single power. They are aware that William II, when he is 
not preaching a crusade against the Yellow Race or against England, takes 
pleasure in denouncing the American peril to the " United States of Europe," 
which he would like to form beneath his rule. They are ready to respect Ger- 
many's legitimate interests whenever they meet with them. But, on the other 
hand, by reason and by instinct they are on the side of France, when, in defence 
of her diplomatic autonomy, the latter country undertakes, as a necessary con- 
dition, the defence of the balance of power in Europe. This is a moral guarantee 
for our policy as strong as any written engagements. Is it not for the said 
policy, at the same time, the best of justifications? 

Frederic E. Coudert. 



La Evolution del principio de arbitraje en America. By Francisco Jose 
TJrrutia. 

The juridical and historical treatise which bears this title, and which 
comes from the pen of the distinguished Latin American, His Excel- 
lency, Francisco Jose Urrutia, Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Republic 
of Colombia, was presented to the fourth scientific congress, which met 
in Santiago, the capital of Chili, on the 25th of December 1908. 

It is a work of unquestionable merit, both in matter and in manner. 
The writer traces accurately, succinctly and clearly, the history of arbi- 
tration in tropical America, from the days of the great separation from 
the jurisdiction of Spain to the present time; and, in considering the 
peculiarities of this arbitration, which was proclaimed by Bolivar to be 
the great bond of union between the Latin American nations, he gives 
some just and interesting reflections such as the subject could not fail 
to suggest to a comprehensive mind. The style of the work is perspicuous, 
at times elegant and flowing, and calculated to please even a casual 
reader. 
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This is not the first work that has appeared on Latin American arbi- 
tration. Many publicists have written on the subject, more or less at 
length, and all agree in regarding it, not as a theme for pleasant specula- 
tion or for rhetorical display, but as an inherent part of Latin American 
public law, as the very backbone of much international legislation — a 
doctrine the importance of which it is not easy to exaggerate, based, as 
it is, on unshakable principles, and having very practical effects — a 
doctrine which has, on several occasions, avoided unhappy contingencies 
and brought disputes to amicable compromises. 

We must say, however, that we do not agree with Mr. Urrutia in two 
of his observations. The first refers to the Central American Convention 
celebrated at Washington on November 15, 1907, the articles of which 
were signed on December 20 of the same year. 

One of the immediate fruits of the convention, it is well known, was 
the resolution to establish a Central American Court of Justice, which 
should decide international questions in these countries, not politically 
but judicially. Mr. Urrutia very justly applauds this high conception, 
and affirms that the convention, in its far-reaching and super-excellent 
effects " will realize that ideal which the three Pan-American Conferences 
and the Hague Conference likewise failed to attain." He also says, in 
language which would be too hyperbolical were it not justified by reality: 
" For the first time, if we are not mistaken, a group of American nations 
has, as it were, embodied in a solemn covenant, the most advanced 
aspirations that in modern times, are characteristics of international 
judicature. The embodiment of great civilizing principles in such dur- 
able texts as those we have copied," he continues, " can not but be looked 
on as a magnificent triumph of the loftiest ideals of justice and humanity. 
In this triumph we congratulate ourselves that every part of Latin 
America has a share. It is another grand proof of the delectable fecundity 
of republican ideals — another happy interpretation of the true republi- 
can spirit." 

But, after these eloquent expressions of adhesion to the aims and 
aspirations of the convention, the distinguished author and publicist 
insinuates — indeed, does more than insinuate — that these ideals will 
not have much real fruition; he evidently regards some of the stipula- 
tions as altogether impracticable, though exceedingly " fair to look 
on " — as pretty as the Dead Sea fruit, but just as useless. They were 
formulated by men ripe in knowledge, no doubt, and perhaps riper still 
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in imagination — so thinks Mr. Urrutia — but they are to be regarded 
much as a good-humored man of the world would regard some of the 
early dreams of Shelley, some of the humanitarian doctrines of Tolstoy; 
and he alleges some serious difficulties which, according to him, have 
arisen in Central America since the promulgation and development of 
that which had so bright a beginning at Washington. 

We do not know to what difficulties Mr. Urrutia refers. It is true, 
there have not been wanting presages of disturbance; but, through the 
Court of Arbitration, these came to nothing. One case there was of 
much notoriety, which was pregnant with menaces of international 
rupture ; but it was submitted to the court, and the sentence pronounced 
has been considered decisive. We are more hopeful than Mr. Urrutia 
is, with respect to the practical benefits of the Washington Convention; 
and we firmly believe that the Court of Arbitration will do all for 
Central America that the most sanguine of its advocates may hope and 
expect. 

The other point on which we disagree with Mr. Urrutia is the opinion 
that the Supreme Pontiff may, with advantage to the powers, be con- 
stituted an universal arbitrator, to whom should be subjected all inter- 
national disputes and complications. We do not mean to hint the 
slightest imputation on the virtues and the wisdom which are generally 
associated with the See of Eome, and the memory of which will be an 
everlasting aureole around the heads of the successors of St. Peter; we 
mean no disrespect whatever to the many hierarchs whose encyclicals 
have disseminated light, and whose various personal gifts have shed 
luster on the annals of the Vatican; but, we must say that, in our 
opinion, the time is at hand when the nations ought to carry their dif- 
ferences and contentions before specially constituted courts — courts of 
a strictly judicial character, instead of submitting them to diplomatic 
or to ecclesiastical dignitaries, however wise and however powerful these 
personages may be; and, we can not help remarking that it is rather 
strange to imagine even the faintest shadow of Hildebrandism arising 
in the full light of this twentieth century. 

We will not terminate these few observations without offering to His 
Excellency, Francisco Jose Urrutia, our most heartfelt congratulations 
on the eminently useful and important work which he has presented to 
the scientific congress of Santiago. 

Luis Anderson. 



